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(h) On 27 August, all gates were essentially 

shut in the MEU sector and 1/82 IBCT secured 
Abbey Gate (exhibits 53, 56, 57, 100, 102, 104). 
CLB–24 continued to operate the ECC until 
30 August, processing evacuees until two 
hours before their departure from HKIA. The 
MEU retrograded back to Kuwait primarily 
on 29–30 August, with the last elements de-
parting at approximately 1000 on 30 August 
(exhibit 100). 

(7) Special Purpose Marine Air Ground 
Task Force, Ground Combat Element (GCE), 
2/1 Marines. 

(a) 2/1 Marines were the GCE for the 
CENTCOM SPMAGTF, located primarily in 
Camps across Kuwait and Prince Sultan Air-
base (PSAB) in Saudi Arabia (exhibit 53). In 
July 2021, the SPMAGTF received notice it 
would potentially participate in NEO in Af-
ghanistan (exhibit 53). The SPMAGTF ini-
tially task organized a ‘‘NEO Light’’ pack-
age, consisting of elements of Combat Logis-
tics Detachment (CLD) and the crisis re-
sponse company (Echo Company, 2/1) (exhib-
its 53, 54, 55). The ‘‘Light’’ package elements 
executed two mission rehearsals testing 
their ECC and gate operations, prior to de-
ployment to HKIA (exhibits 53, 54, 55). In Au-
gust, the SPMAGTF would task organize and 
deploy a ‘‘Heavy’’ package, that included the 
rest of 2/1 Marines’ rifle companies (exhibits 
53, 54, 55). 

(b) 2/1 first arrived to HKIA at approxi-
mately 0100–0200 on 16 August (exhibits 53, 54, 
55, 56, 57). The first flight included the Bat-
talion HQ, Echo Company leadership, and 
one platoon from Echo Company (exhibits 54, 
56). Upon arrival, the unit found the airfield 
breached by civilians, who were moving onto 
the runways (exhibits 54, 56). The Battalion 
(TEXT REDACTED) immediately tasked 
Echo Company to assist with clearing the 
runway, in hopes of resuming flight oper-
ations (exhibit 54). Over the next 24 hours, 
Echo Company was part of the line holding 
the southern perimeter with 3/10 IBCT, 1/82 
IBCT, and 1/8 Marines (exhibit 56). There 
were several breaches of the perimeter and 
crowds gained access to the runway, at-
tempted to board C–17s, and pushed towards 
the North HKIA compounds (exhibits 56, 76). 
Forces pushed the crowds back after NSU 
units joined the line, and the crowds recog-
nized there were no more flights to board 
(exhibits 56, 76). 2/1 Marines, specifically 
Echo Company, were part of the security pe-
rimeter at HKIA from approximately 0600 on 
16 August until 19 August, when they were 
relieved by units from 1/82 IBCT (exhibit 53). 

(c) Force flow over the next two days 
brought in parts of the 2/1 Battalion HQ, Fox 
Company (-), Golf Company, Weapons Com-
pany, Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
teams, the Shock Trauma Platoon (STP), 
and finally the remainder of Echo Company 
(exhibits 56, 76, 65, 66). These units focused on 
securing the southern perimeter from the 
Domestic Terminal to Abbey Gate from 17–19 
August (exhibit 76). Once 1/82’s relief of the 
perimeter began, Golf Company, Fox Com-
pany (-), Combined Anti-Armor Team 
(CAAT) platoons, and Battalion Snipers 
moved to Abbey Gate (exhibits 53, 76, 77, 81, 
83, 89). U.K.’s 2 PARA were at the outer 
Abbey Gate, as well as Air Force Pararescue 
(PJ) personnel and small partner nation ele-
ments (exhibits 53, 76, 77, 89). After initially 
planning; to push from Abbey Gate to Camp 
Sullivan, 2/1 Marines opted not to execute 
due to the size of the crowds and lack of 
Taliban support to extend the perimeter (ex-
hibits 53, 76, 81). Instead, (TEXT RE-
DACTED) tasked the battalion to open the 
outer gate to begin processing evacuees (ex-
hibits 53, 76, 81, 89). Opening the gate re-
quired an entire platoon, sometimes rein-
forced, to keep the crowds from breaching 
the outer gate and accessing the Abbey 

Gate’s inner corridor (exhibits 53, 76, 77, 81, 
89). 2/1 Marines processed approximately 750 
evacuees through Abbey Gate on 19 August, 
but only after tremendous effort to hold the 
gate (exhibits 53, 76, 77, 81, 89). 

(d) In order to enable safe and efficient 
gate operations, (TEXT REDACTED) Golf 
Company, 2/1 (TEXT REDACTED) decided to 
push the crowds back to an area beyond the 
Barron Hotel egress lane. This would ensure 
U.K. Forces had better access to the gate 
from their evacuee staging area (exhibits 53, 
77, 89). In the early morning hours of 20 Au-
gust, platoons from Golf and Fox Companies 
opened the outer gate, and methodically 
forced the smaller crowd back nearly 200 me-
ters (exhibits 53, 76, 77, 81, 89). (TEXT RE-
DACTED) coordinated with U.K. Forces and 
MEU Engineers to emplace six shipping con-
tainers in the main south to north roadway 
leading to Abbey Gate to form a disrupting 
obstacle and aid in crowd control (exhibits 
53, 76, 77, 81, 88, 89). The Taliban agreed to 
provide outer security beyond the con-
tainers, and the U.K. Forces and 2/1 provided 
security inside the containers, guarding the 
Barron Hotel egress route and canal areas 
(exhibits 53, 76, 77, 81, 88, 89). The containers 
became known as the ‘‘Chevron’ (exhibits 18, 
21, 53, 76, 77, 81, 88, 89). The emplacement of 
the Chevron on 20 August established the 
structural layout of Abbey Gate for the du-
ration of the NEO, as depicted in enclosures 
12 and 13. 
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250TH ANNIVERSARY OF BUXTON, 
MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
rise today to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the town of Buxton, ME. 
It is a great pleasure to celebrate the 
generations of industrious and caring 
people who have made Buxton a won-
derful place to live, work, and raise 
families. 

Named for the famous spa town in 
England, Buxton has a rich history. 
For thousands of years, the Saco River 
Valley was home to the Abenaki. In 
1728, the Massachusetts General Court 
granted land to establish a settlement 
that was called Narragansett Number 
One. As the population grew, the town 
of Buxton was incorporated on July 14, 
1772. 

The early settlers turned the dense 
forests and fertile soil into a thriving 
lumber industry and productive farms. 
With the Saco River providing power, 
sawmills and gristmills were built, fol-
lowed by woolen mills, tanneries, 
churches, libraries, and flourishing re-
tail stores. 

Education has been central to 
Buxton from the start. The first 
schoolmaster arrived in 1761, more 
than a decade before incorporation. 
Soon, 17 homes in town hosted one- 
room schools so that every youngster 
was within walking distance. 

Buxton’s early prosperity as an in-
dustrial center produced many fine ex-
amples of New England architecture. 
Today, several homes, businesses, and 
the First Congregational Church are 
listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. 

Also on the Register is the Buxton 
Powder House, built by the towns-
people at a cost of $59 to store ammuni-
tion and arms during the War of 1812. 

Since then, the people of Buxton have 
joined together to erect monuments 
and memorials in tribute to the patri-
ots who have defended freedom 
throughout our Nation’s history. 

The spirit that built Buxton is evi-
dent today in many ways. Countless 
volunteers have come together to make 
the town’s sestercentennial a memo-
rable celebration. For nearly 30 years, 
townspeople have generously supported 
the Buxton Toy Box that helps bring 
holiday cheer to children. Buxton’s ac-
tive involvement on the Saco River 
Corridor Commission shows a commit-
ment to protect the natural resources 
that are vital to the quality of life. 

Nothing better demonstrates the 
Buxton spirit than a special moment at 
this year’s annual town meeting on 
June 18, when the townspeople honored 
Deputy Chief Gene Harmon of the 
Buxton Fire-Rescue Department for 60 
years of dedicated service to his com-
munity and his neighbors. 

Buxton’s 250th anniversary is a time 
to celebrate the people who pulled to-
gether, cared for one another, and built 
a great community. Thanks to those 
who came before, Buxton, ME, has a 
wonderful history. Thanks to those 
there today, it has a bright future. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE STENNIS PRO-
GRAM FOR CONGRESSIONAL IN-
TERNS 

∑ Mr. WICKER. Madam President, a 
number of our congressional interns 
this summer have greatly profited from 
a program conducted by the Stennis 
Center for Public Service. The Stennis 
Program for Congressional Interns is 
designed to enhance the internship ex-
perience for exceptional future leaders, 
giving them an inside look at how Con-
gress works and enabling them to learn 
from senior staffers across both par-
ties. These bipartisan relationships 
will serve them well throughout their 
future careers supporting Congress. 

Interns are selected based on their 
employment experience, college course 
load, and prospective service to Con-
gress. This summer, 18 interns were 
chosen for this prestigious oppor-
tunity. These interns serve us on both 
sides of the aisle, working for Demo-
crats and Republicans in both the 
House and Senate. 

I congratulate the interns on com-
pleting this distinguished program. I 
also thank the Stennis Center and 
their Senior Stennis Congressional 
Staff Fellows for providing a meaning-
ful experience and promoting bipar-
tisan work. 

I ask that the names of the 2022 Sum-
mer Stennis Congressional Interns and 
the offices in which they serve be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The material follows: 
Jack Behan, Office of U.S. Senator Sam 

Peters; Courtney Cochran, House Committee 
on Natural Resources; Carmen Evans, Office 
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